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results to the accused race. The author, who, as he expressly states, 
is German, a Christian by all his ancestry, has felt it his duty as a 
Christian minister and student of religions to stay the hand of persecu- 
tion by correcting the error. He proves conclusively that the story is 
only another form of the old European superstition that youth and 
health may be restored by bathing in the blood of pure children. 
Other chapters deal with the superstitious eating of human flesh, the 
cure of disease by touching the body of an executed person, the candle 
held in a dead hand, by means of which thieves may steal without 
awaking the sleepers, etc., and an interesting section deals with the 
legal aspect of crimes committed under the influence of such beliefs. 
Altogether the work is a remarkable contribution to the history of occult 
ritual as existing side by side with the highest development of civiliza- 
tion. Among the numerous references we notice none from American 
sources. James Mooney. 

Les races de V 'Europe. I. L'indice ce'phalique en Europe. Par J. Deni- 
ker. (Association francaise pour l'avancement des sciences. 
Congres de St Etienne. Paris: 1899.) 

The present work of Dr Deniker, of Paris, completes his two previous 
preliminary papers on the anthropology of Europe {Bulletin de la Soci/te" 
d' Anthropologic de Paris, 1897, and V Anthropologic, 1898) and forms 
the first part of his final memoir, which treats only of the cephalic 
index. 

Even a superficial perusal of the contents and a glance at the ac- 
companying colored map show the immense amount of labor bestowed 
on the subject. Deniker has analyzed and utilized all that has been 
published in different languages on the craniometry and cephalometry 
of European peoples. The total number of indices examined represents 
at least 380,000 measured individuals and skulls. 

Deniker comes to the conclusion that the cephalic indices are dis- 
tributed over four large, well-defined areas, shown on his map, viz., 
a dolichocephalic area, with mesocephalic enclaves, in the north ; another 
more pronounced dolichocephalic area in the south ; an area of strongly 
brachycephalic heads in the center of western Europe, and, finally, a 
sub-brachycephalic area in eastern Europe. Between these areas inter- 
mediate regions of cephalic indices and white spots, the latter indicating 
lack of data, are found. According to the cephalic index alone Deniker 
distinguishes four races in Europe, but when other physical character- 
istics are taken into account he comes to the conclusion that not fewer 
than six principal and four secondary races are represented in Europe. 
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It is obvious that there is no necessary relation between these different 
types and nationality or language. 

As it is impossible to analyze, in limited space, a work like this, 
abounding in details, it may suffice to point out here its great impor- 
tance to anthropology. An excellent bibliography concludes the 
work. H. ten Kate. 

Indianer und Anglo- Amerikaner : Ein geschichtlicher Uberblick, von 
Georg Friederici. Braunschweig : F. Vieweg & Sohn, 1900. 
16 , 147 pp. 
The author of this work is a German officer who, from long resi- 
dence in this country, has been led to take an interest in Indian things. 
In a previous brochure he treated the subject of scalping, from the eth- 
nologic standpoint. In this he discusses our Indian policy, or rather the 
general policy of the white colonists toward the aborigines of the present 
United States from the colonial period up to the most recent date. 
As all familiar with the subject are well aware, the history is a long 
record of aggression, massacre, and broken faith, in which every cruelty 
and perfidy of the savage was paralleled by the civilized conqueror. In 
Canada, for reasons which are explained at length, the interests of the 
native seem to have been better conserved, with the result that Indian 
outbreaks there are almost unknown. The author shows close famil- 
iarity with the literature of the subject, and every statement is substan- 
tiated by authoritative reference. James Mooney. 

Chronological History of Ancient Egypt. By Orlando P. Schmidt. 
Cincinnati : George C. Shaw, 1900. 8°, 569 pp. 
This " self-verifying history," which is destined to make a lasting 
impression in the important field of knowledge to which it is devoted, 
covers the vast period from the founding of the ancient kingdom by 
Mena (4244 b.c.) to the beginning of the Persian dynasty (525 B.C.), in 
all not fewer than 3719 years. Schmidt's chronology did not originate 
in the annals of Manetho and Eratosthenes, but was actually copied 
from the hieroglyphic registers and tables, although the two authorities 
mentioned have served as aids in the restoration. Schmidt's chro- 
nology is adjusted to the sothiac epochs, which were astronomically 
fixed, every one of them comprising a period of 146 1 years. The 
author's first book is devoted to a description of the sothiac system, 
and shows how the reigns were adjusted to the sothiac epochs, explain- 
ing also the hidden meaning of the " epoch-titles " assumed by the 
"epoch-kings." These "epoch-reigns" have enabled the author to 
restore the chronology to a year, and the " epoch-titles " verify it beyond 



